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Thomas Cooper Library Marks
20th Nullversary
A most significant event in the history
of the University of South Carolina libraries
occurred almost 20 years ago on December
8, 1976, when dedication ceremonies were
held for the newly enlarged Thomas Cooper
Library.
The original Thomas Cooper Library, designed by Edward Durell Stone, was built in ...
1959 as an undergraduate library,. comprising three levels with about 30,000 square
feet of floor space. In 1963, the building
was awarded the First Honor Award from
the American Institute of Architects in cooperation with the American Library Association and the National Book Committee.
In the late 1960s, the need for more library
facilities for both graduate and undergraduate
students engendered the ingenious plan to
extend the Thomas Cooper Library both
down and back from its then current site and,
in the process, enlarge its size almost tenfold. Thisplan allowed the award-winning
exterior of the building to continue to look
much the same, but provided enough space
to house both the undergraduate and general
research collections. The building now extends to seven levels, four of which are completely underground, and it comprises about
290,000 square feet of floor space. Separate
libraries are maintained for the Law School,
the School of Medicine, the School of Music, the College of ~~iness Administration,
and the Departme~t c;1 Mathematics, as well
as for the University s collection of South
Carolina materials which are housed in the
South Caroliniana Library.

Excavation for the Thomas Cooper
Library expansion began in 1974. From
ground breaking to dedication, the
Thomas Cooper Library construction
lasted over two years.

Thomas Cooper Library was named for the
University's second president, an Englishman who came to Columbia in 1820 as professor of chemistry. Thomas Cooper was a
doctor, lawyer, jurist, chemist, political activist, religious freethinker, and political
scientist, as well as an educator, and was
regarded as .both brilliant and controversial
by his colleagues. He was elected to the
presidency of the then South Carolina College in 1821 and served until 1832 when,
after being tried and acquitted by the Board
of Trustees on charges of interfering with
the religious opinions of students, Cooper
resigned as president. He continued to teach

chemistry for the college until 1834 and
then devoted five years to compiling The
Statutes at Large of South Carolina which
was published in 1839.
Thomas Cooper Library is the fifth structure on the campus to have housed the
University's library c9llections through the
years. The other buildings which served this
purpose were Rutledge, DeSaussure, the ·
present South Caroliniana Library, and
McKissick, all of which are still in use for
other functions. In 1805, the University's
original library consisted of 5,000 books
which were housed in the central porti~n of

(continued on page 2)
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Rutledge College, now the University
Chapel. In 1817, the collection was moved
across the Horseshoe to DeSaussure College which also contained the chemistry
laboratories. By 1836 the collection had
grown to such an extent that plans were made
for a separate library building. This building,
situated at the northern entrance to the Horseshoe, was dedicated in 1840 as the South
Carolina College Library and was to serve as
the institution's main library for 100 years. In
1850, the South Carolina College Library contained about 18,400 volumes and was regarded as one of the finest in the country.
Many of the materials collected during the
antebellum period are now quite rare and most
are housed in the Special Collections area of
Thomas Cooper Library. In 1941, when a new
facility, the McKissick Library, was dedicated,
the older building was designated as the South
Caroliniana Library to safeguard the
University's collection of South Carolina materials. The McKissick Library was built as
one of the federal construction projects that
were part of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's
New Deal. This library, which became the
focal point of the historic Horseshoe, was
named for J. Rion McKissick who was president of the University in the late 1930s when
the building was being planned and constructed. This building is now called
McKissick Museum and houses both permanent and changing exhibitions.

From the time of its dedication, Thomas
Cooper Library has provided an array of
services to the University's students and
faculty. These include collection building
and management, acquisitions and cataloguing, circulation, interlibrary loan, reference, reserves, and collection maintenance.
Within the building are housed such collections as government documents, special
collections, the science collection, education materials, maps, microforms, and the
browsing collection.
In recent years the libraty has offered an increasing number of services related to new
methods of research. The library's card catalogue was replaced by an on-line catalogue
called the University of South Cat"Olina Access Network (USCAN) in 1989 and all technical phases of library activities (acquisitions,
cataloguing, interlibrary loan, and circulation)
are now operated through the Northwestern
Online Total Integrated System (NOTIS). In
addition, the library offers a number of journal
indexes and other information resources in
CD-ROM format. Some of these are operated
on the libraries' local area network and others
are available through USCAN. All resources
which are part ofUSCAN can be accessed
across campus via the University's computer
backbone and can also be accessed off campus by modem.
Thomas Cooper Library provides computer
services for students through its computer

lab and through two computer classrooms
within the building. In these facilities students can perform word processing functions, send and receive messages by electronic mail, and tap into the resources of the
Internet. The computer lab also houses
equipment to assist visually and physically
challenged students in the use of computers.
The library houses over 2.5 million books, 3.5
million rnicrofom1 items, and 13,825 current
serials. In 1995, the library was ranked 54th in
the Association of Research Libraries Membership Criteria Index Ranking.
As Thomas Cooper Library begins its third
decade of service to the University and the
state, the following words, which appeared
in The Columbia Record to describe the
librai·y at its opening, still seem apropos:
"The new library preserves the past, enlightens the present, and serves as a beacon
and dream for our future . .. Let us celebrate
the library as a valuable repositmy of truth
and an active servant of the Carolinians'
civilized life in community."
Sources: ~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Uni versity of South Carolina. Library. Commemorating the
Acquisition of the One Milliomh Volume by the U11i1•ersity of
South Carolina Libraries. Columbia, S.C.: USC In fonnation
Services, 197 1.
Uni versity of South Carolina. Library. Thomas Cooper Libra1y Dedication: Wednesday, December 8. 1976, 11 a.m.
s.l.:s.n, 1976.
"USC's New Library." The Columbia Reconl. Jul y 5, 1975,
p. 14-A .

Faculty Express!
Proves Popular Service
Faculty Express! the Interlibrary Loan Depattment's new personalized service to facilitate fulfillment of urgent interlibrary loan
requests from USC faculty, has been in great demand during the few
months it has been in place.
Faculty members use Faculty Express! when they need mate1ials for
a presentation or publication which is imminent. Using the interlibrary loan electronic request form, faculty may initiate a Faculty Express! request by indicating a date in the " needed-by" area of the request form , by noting the urgency of the request in the "comments"
area of the form , or by using the Faculty Express! button which appears after an interlibrai·y loan request is sent.

Libraria11 Stephanie DuBose monito rs Faculty Express! requests i11 the
Interlibrary Loan Office.

The key to the success of the service is Faculty Express! librarian Stefanie Du Bose, who devotes a large portion of her workday to identifying and giving special handling to time-sensitive faculty requests. Ms.
DuBose is available to discuss faculty research plans by phone at 7772805 , in person in the ILL office, or by e-mail at uscill@tcl.sc.edu.
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New Fihn Library Consolida~ Fihn Collections
used by calling ahead for an appointment.
Films or videos requested by faculty will be
sent through campus mail when five days
advance notice is given. Materials may also
be picked up at the Film Library. Items may
be returned directly to the Film Librruy or
sent back through campus mail.

Linda Allman, Directo1; Film Library

Film collections of the USC Division of
Libraries and Wmmation Systems have been
consolidated in the new Film Library located
at 1139 Wheat Street. The facility houses the
educational films and videos formerly located
in Thomas Cooper Library as well as the news
film resources formerly located in the Instructional Services area of the Law School building. Linda Allman, a USC librarian since
1985, is director of the Film Library.

Educational
Films and Videos
Pat Jones will continue to be in charge
of the educational films and videos section of
the Film Library. A subject directory to this
collection, which contains approximately
5,000 items, is available on IMS under "TCL
Films a." The USCAN database also lists all
of these materials. Access is by title or keyword search. To search by keyword, the researcher should enter a term plus "f.fmt" for
film format (e.g. k=Africa and f.fmt.). This
search will bring up all films and videos with
the te1m "Africa" anywhere in the record.
Videos alone will be retrieved if the searcher
uses the general materials designation "v"
(e.g., k=Africa and v.gmd.).

Ms. Jones, who has been in charge of the
USC libraries' educational films and videos
for 10 years, provides specialized services
for faculty including assistance with selection of materials for a particular classroom
situation and training in the use of 16mm
projectors and VCRs. About her work Jones
says, "I like to do what I can to make the
professor's life easier when using films and
videos, so that he or she can concentrate on
the job of teaching."
About 250 to 350 titles are added to the collection each year. Some of these materials
ru·e presented as gifts but most are purchased. Suggestions from faculty about new
items for the collection are welcome. Jones'
office hours are 8 a.m.-1 p.m. and 2 p.m.4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. She
may be reached at 777-2858.

Still fram e from a Movietone News reel.

News Film

L- R Film Library staff members Pat Jones, Andrew
Murdoch, and Benjamin Singleto11.

Educational films and videos are acquired
primarily for classroom use and can be
checked out only by faculty. The Film Library has viewing facilities which may be

In an historic 1980 donation, the University of South Carolina was selected to receive
a portion of the Fox Movietone News newsreel collection by the 20th Century Fox Film
Corporation. This gift of ineplaceable and
unique newsreel material was the starting
point for what has become one of the most
significant academically-housed ru·chival
news film libraries in the United States.
The surviving Fox Movietone newsreels
and their associated outtakes comprise an
estimated 75 million feet of motion picture
film and may be the best existing record of
such material produced in the United States.
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The USC donation included 11 million feet
of this collection. This portion of
Movietone News is comprised of all existing outtakes from 1919-1934, as well as the
complete newsreels and all associated outtakes from the World War II period of September 1942 through August 1944. About
one-third of the USC collection has been
transferred from nitrocellulose-base film to
acetate-base (safety) film , which is the archival standard for preservation.

Senior media arts major Max Bateman inspects
Movietone News film.

Because of the Movietone donation, USC
has received several other film collections.
The most significant of these is a local television news film collection. Columbia NBC
affiliate WIS-TV has donated existing
16mm news film which covers the years
1959 through 1978 and provides an excellent record of local broadcast coverage regarding South Carolina events and personalities of the pe1iod. Other local television
stations have also donated materials, although these collections are significantly
smaller and not as well documented as the
WIS-TV collection.
The Movietone News collection has been
catalogued, and WIS-TV's collection is in
the process of being researched and catalogued. USC owns all rights to both of these
collections and is able to make them available to academic scholars.
Film Library staff who work with the news
film collection include: Andrew Murdoch,
researcher; Don McCallister, business manager; and Benjamin Singleton, film transfer
colorist. The staff will research any topic
and provide documentation at no charge to
(co111i1111ed on page 6)

Technology Center Opens
in Thontas Cooper Library
Like many parts of Thomas Cooper
Library, the Level 5 computer lab has been
undergoing some changes. In addition to
some new machines that replaced older, less
capable computers in the general computing
area, the space formerly used as a classroom has been completely revamped. The
new facility, which will be called the Technology Center, will continue the mission of
the recently closed multimedia lab on the
third floor of Computer Services. The center will be staffed by lab assistants who are
trained in the use of the hardware and software available.
The new center features multimedia machines, both PC and Macintosh platforms,
with CD-ROM drives, software for creating
and manjpulating graphics and presentations, and 100 MB Zip drives which allow
users to save, in a portable format, files too
large for standard diskettes. In addition,
three scanners (two for PC, one for Mac)
provide the ability to scan images and text
with optical character recognition (OCR)
software, which allows the user to edit the
digitized text.

The Honorable and Mrs. Isadore Lourie

On October 30, the South Caroliniana
Library's Modem Political Collections will
mount an exhibit of mate1ials from the Isadore
Lowie Papers in the Main Level exhibit area
of Thomas Cooper Library. The exhibit will
be on display until January 2, 1997.

Video capture capability is also available on
both platforms. Specific software packages
available on these computers include
Microsoft Office (including PowerPoint for
presentations), Adobe Photoshop, and Adobe
Pagemaker. In addition, the Macintosh
Power PCs have Adobe Freehand and
HyperCard. The PCs offer Macromedia
Authorware for multimedia creation and
SAS and SPSS statistical software.
In addition to the multimedia machines, the
center has one computer for use with geographical information system (GIS) software. A lab assistant with specific skills in
the GIS area will be available during posted
hours to assist with GIS projects. Call 7770244 to check the assistant's schedule if you
want to work when help is available. The
machine can be used at any hours the center
is open, but only in "YOYO" mode (i.e.,
"You're on your own.")
For additional information about the Technology Center, call 777-0244 or check the
center's web page at http://www.sc.edu/
library/media.html.

Senator Lowie, a champion
of the common man and
woman, served in the South
Carolina General Assembly
from 1965 until his retirement in] 993. He gained
statewide recognition as the
author of major legislation
including the Freedom of
Information Act, and bills
resulting in the creation of
the State Commissions on
Aging and the Blind, the
Legislative Audit Council,
exemptions of sales taxes on
prescription drugs, the homestead tax, and
establishment of the public kindergarten
program. On Laurie's retirement, his good
friend and colleague Dick Riley said,
"Much of the major legislative accomplishments of the past quarter-century are due to
the leadership and caring of Isadore Lourie.
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USC
Collections
Draw National
Attention
Two of the USC Libraries' major
recent accessions have been attracting
national interest.
Following last spring's successful Robert Burns Bicentenary Exhibit on campus, selected items from the G. Ross
Roy Collection were on loan-exhibit at
the Grolier Club in New York City. The
Grolier is a leading club for book collectors. The exhibit featured Scottish
books and manuscripts from the 18th
to the 20th centuries. The Roy Collection has also been featured in a new
book collecting magazine, Biblio.
In July, the Matthew J. and Arlyn
Bruccoli R Scott Fitzgerald Collection
was the subject of the cover story in the
leading antiquarian book-trade periodical, AB Bookman s Weekly and an
article in the journal Manuscripts.

He's been there, with his colleagues, when
vision and strength were needed."
Upon leaving office, Lourie donated his
papers to the library and its staff began an
extensive oral history interview with the
senator. The interview was conducted in six
sessions over a two-year period, and reveals
Laurie's reflections upon a life and career
which span a remarkable period of change
in South Carolina state government.
The Lourie Papers cutTently consist of 22.5
linear feet of material, chiefly covering the
years between 1965 and 1992 and documenting Laurie's career in public service
and his personal life and interests. Regular
additions to the collection are anticipated,
reflecting current activities, such as his
work on the South Carolina Commission on
Racial Relations.

South Caroliniana Acquires Rare Petition
The South Caroliniana Library recently
acquired a document which may be "a representation, remonstrance, and petition" addressed to the South Carolina General Assembly by Colonel James Williams on September
3, 1779, and which was believed to be lost.
The story behind the document is as follows:
The first elections held under the South
Carolina Constitution of 1778 caused a political upset in the middle election district
between Broad and Saluda rivers called the
"Little River District." The voting population included many Crown sympathizers
who were so unhappy that the colonies had
declared independence that they gathered at
Hammond's Old Store, the district polling
place southwest of modern Clinton, and
sent some new faces to Charleston.
Seats in the lower house formerly held by
the staunch patriot Colonel Williams and
his brother John went to Jacob Bowman
and Henry O'Neall, who had been jailed by
the patriots only three yea.rs previously for
hijaclcing a Council of Safety powder shipment to the Cherokee Indians. In the first
senatorial election ever held in the Palmetto
Sta.te,Williams stood for the district's single
seat, only to be thrashed by opposition party
candidate Robet1 Cunningham.
In fact, the thrashing extended to more than
Willia.ms' election returns. Area historian
John Belton O'Neall related an incident at a
political stump meeting when Williams, preparing to speak to the voters, decided that

Cunningham was crowding too closely at his
elbow. "You stand too near me," he growled.
"I stand very well where I am," Cunningham
replied. Williams threw a punch at
Cunningham. Cunningham won the ensuing
fist fight and went on to win the election.
The following year, the B1itish invaded the
South, and Williams' duties as commander
of the district militia regiment took him away
from the arena of politics and legislation.
Still, his name appeared in the House of Representatives journal, this time as petitioner.
On September 3, 1779, the house received
"the Representation, Remonstr«mce and
humble Petition of Colonel James Williams,
and the rest of the field officers, Captains,
and subalterns of the regiment of Militia
commonly called the Little River Regiment
in Ninety Six District, also of divers of the
privates living within the boundaries of the
regin1ental district whose names are thereunto subscribed, setting forth, as in the said
Representation &c."
The journal gives no indication of what the
petition was about. During the period leading up to the Revolution, South Carolina's
house clerks had fallen into the unfortunate
habit of omitting the texts of petitions. Although the South Carolina Department 9f
Archives and History published the journal
in 1970, the editors were unable to supply
the missing text. Sometime in the past, the
original manuscripts of legislative petitions
from the Revolutionary period that should

\
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have been included in the archives' "Green
Files" had disappeared from state custody.
One fm1her procedural note appeared in the
journal. According to the minutes of September 10, 1779, "A motion being made
and seconded that Col. James Williams
have leave to withdraw the Representation
presented to this House the 3d Instant and
then referred to a Committee, a debate arose
thereon . And the question being put, it
passed in the negative. Ordered, That a
Committee do rep011 thereon at the next
sitting of the House." The next session
made no mention of any such committee
report, and shortly thereafter, Charleston
fell into British hands.
The petition consists of two documents attached by wax seals, with text on the upper
portion and signatures on the lower. The
subscribers are Captain Thomas Dugan,
Lieutenant Levi Casey, Lieutenant Robe11
Dugan, and 61 rank and file. The signatures
account for only one or two companies, and
they do not include Williams himself or any
of his staff officers. It can reasonably be
assumed that the petition originally existed
in several copies, with different signatures
attached to the various copies. The text discloses that even in his military role, Williams was getting some political heat from
his district's Tory constituency.
The petition can be viewed at South
Caroliniana Library.

Thoinas Cooper Society
Presents Rare Milton Volmne
to Library
A recent acquisition of Thomas Cooper
Library's Special Collections is an influential
17th-century volume, Poems of Mr. John
Milton, published in London in 1645. The
new addition was purchased with the help of
the Thomas Cooper Society, the library's
f1iends group. This volume was the first collection of poetry by the English Puritan poet,
containing such well-known poems as
"L' Allegro" and "Il Penseroso." In it, too, is
his elegy "Lycidas," remembering his college days in Cambridge, before the strifetom years of the English Civil War.
The library already owns four other early
editions of Milton, including his stirring
defense of press freedom Areopagitica
(1644) and his great Biblical epic Paradise
Lost (1667). "This new volume strengthens

Upcoming Exhibits at
Thomas Cooper Library
Mezzanine Exhibit Area
December 1996-January 1997
Children's Literature in
the Nineteenth Century
February-March 1997
Exploration of Africa-Sixteenth
Through Twentieth Centuries

Patrick Scott, A ssociate Uni versity Librarian fo r
Special Collectio11s, displays the Milton Volum e.

our research holdings on a major author,"
said Patrick Scott, associate university librarian for special collections, "and it is
also the kind of great book that helps special collections link up with the undergraduate teaching program. We are grateful to the
Cooper Society for its supp01t."

I Film Lihrar~ 'illl/1111"
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the user. Preview video cassettes with visible time code can be obtained for use
within a University classroom at minimal
charge. Price quotes can be supplied for
other usages.
For additional information, call the Film
Library at 777-6841 or fax, 777-4756.
The news film operation is in service from
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday through Friday. The
news film collection is featured on the
Internet at http://www.sc.edu/newsfilm.
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University Libraries Receive Gifts
NEH Challenge Grant
The University libraries have received
$91,649 as this year's portion of the National Endowment for the Humanities Challenge Grant. A drive will be made this year
to complete the match so that the libraries
can secure a total of $425,000 from the endowment. According to the terms of the
grant, NEH will provide one dollar for every three dollars of contributions.
Funds contributed to the University Libraries for the grant are deposited into an endowment which will be used to build the
humanities collections, to further preservation efforts, and to purchase research-level
materials. A committee of library faculty
will be selected in the spring to oversee the
expenditure of the interest income from this
fund and to ensure that the funds are spent
in accordance with grant crite1ia.
The library has benefited greatly from being
able to participate in this program and anticipates the successful completion of the grant.
Contributions are welcomed and should be
marked for the Libraries' NEH Challenge
Grant and forwarded to the USC Educational
Foundation, Byrnes Building, 6th Floor.

Unique Gift
Benefits Libraries
John Ducate, Jr., of Columbia has presented the University with a very unusual
gift. It is a silver bar weighing 84.32 troy
pounds which was recovered by professional
treasure hunter Mel Fisher from the wreck of
the Spanish galleon Neustra Senora de
Atocha. The ship went down in 1622 off tl1e
Florida Keys and its treasure rested on the
ocean floor for 350 years before being raised
by Fisher in 1972. Ducate, who serves on the
University's Educational Foundation Board
of Directors, gave the bar, valued at $60,000
with the indication that the proceeds from the
sale of the bar will be applied toward the
University's portion of the NEH Challenge
Grant.

Holman Endowment
The Arthur Elliott Holman, Jr. Acquisition and Preservation Endowment was established for the South Caroliniana Library by
A. Elliott Holman ill on August 19, 1996,
the occasion of his father's 80th birthday.

Proceeds from the endowment will be used
for new acquisitions and for preservation of
current holdings in the areas of Mr.
Holman's interests, such as the Episcopal
Church, music and the arts, Anderson
County, and other aspects of South Carolina
history. This year, An Historical Account of
the Protestant Episcopal Church in South
Carolina, from the First Settlement of the
Province, to the War of the Revolution ...
will be preserved with funds from this account. The volume was written by
Frederick J)alcho in 1820 and was presented to the University by its former President, J. Rion McKissick.
The Holman family has a history of supporting the South Caroliniana Library, beginning
with Mrs. Arthur Elliott Holman, who was a
charter member of the South Caroliniana
Society in 1936. Mr. and Mrs. A. Elliott
Holman, Jr., are currently members of the
society. Mr. A. Elliott Holman has continued
his family's tradition by establishing this endowment to benefit students and researchers
at the South Caroliniana Library for generations to come.

Applications Invited For
Jones Research Fellowship
The Lewis P. Jones Research Fellowship in South Carolina History will be
awarded in spring 1997 to an applicant who
wishes to use the facilities of the South
Caroliniana Library to research some aspect
of South Carolina history during the summer
months. The fellowship, which includes a
stipend of $500 and on-campus housing, is
available to non-professional historical researchers, public school teachers, and college and university professors.
The fellowship was established to honor Dr.
Jones, who was a member of the Wofford
College history faculty for over 40 years
and is the author of many books and articles

about South Carolina history. Among these
are: South Carolina: A Synoptic History for
Laymen; South Carolina: One of the Fifty
States; Stormy Petrel: N. G. Gonzales and
His State; Books and Articles on South
Carolina; and The South Carolina Civil
War of 1775. In addition, Dr. Jones was active in many historical organizations in the
state and was awarded the Order of the Palmetto in J987.
Applications for the Jones Fellowship should
be directed to Dr. Allen Stokes at the South
Caroliniana Library before December 31,
1996, for use during the summer of 1997.
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D1: Lewis P Jones

New Web Pages
Created for Special Collections
With help from the Provost's Instructional Innovation Fund, the University Libraries
have established a number of World Wide Web pages which showcase special collections,
instructional exhibits, and the Scottish Literature collection.
The pages may be accessed from the University's home page under Libraries or at http://
www.sc.edu/library/spcoll/rarebook.html.
The web sites, which were created by Jason Pierce, editorial assistant for Studies in Scottish
Literature, include the following pages: Rare Books and Special Collections; Exhibits, Catalogues, and Checklists; Edward Jenner and the Discovery of Vaccination; Printing, Renaissance and Reformation ; Walt Whitman and the Development of Leaves of Grass; Robe1t
Lewis Stevenson; Notable Editions in Thomas Cooper Library; Scottish Literature at the University of South Carolina; and Studies in Scottish Literature. USC's Scottish page has been
picked up by YAHOO as the major Scottish literature site.
These web sites have a link to the University's F. Scott Fitzgerald pages.

Thomas Cooper Library
University of South Carolina
Columbia, SC 29208
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